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Claim Amendments 
18. (currently amended) An expandable bait sleeve 
comprising; 

a sleeve comprised of more than twenty plastlc-tvpe strands 
each having a first end and a second and he lically braided 
together to form a mesh-like configuration defining a p lurality of 
apertures between gaid plastic-type atrands , said sleeve having an 
interior surface and an exterior surface and a first end and a 
second end, ^id plagtic-tvpe strands extending from sai d second 
end Qf said sleeve and terminating at said f irst end of said 
glQSver said first end of each said olastic-type strand being 
fused together with a first end of an opposing plasti c-^t.y pe strand 
to form an o.pening defined bv said first end of said sleeve, said 
first end of said sleeve being open and dimensioned to receive a 
portion of a bait; 

wherein said sleeve being sufficiently expandable so as to 
enlarge to a larger diameter as a bait is inserted into said open 
first end of said sleeve without applying any force to any other 
portion of said sleeve to expand said sleeve while at the same 
time said sleeve is sufficiently rigid so that said bait is 
retained i«H2^ oaid glocvc by - friotional ongagcir.cnt with said 
interior surface of said sleeve. 
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19. (currently amended) The expandable bait sleeve of Claim 
18 wherein said oIqqvg p lastic-type strands 4 rG—SiT^ comprised of 
polyethylene terephthalate . 

20. (canceled) 

21-. (original) The expandable bait sleeve of Claim 18 
further comprising: 

a fishing line having a first end coupled to a fishing rod 
and a second end dimensioned to pass through an aperture defined 
by said second end of said sleeve/ and 

a fishing hook having a line coupling end and a hook end, 
said line coupling end being coupled to said second end of said 
fishing line and said hook end being dimensioned to protrude 
outside of said open first end of said sleeve. 
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22. (original) The expandable bait sleeve of Claim 18 
further comprising: 

a swivel harness having a first end and a second end^ said 
first end of said swivel harness being dimensioned to swivel and 
being coupled to an outer surface of said second end of said 
sleeve and being dimensioned to be coupled to a fishing line, said 
.second end of said swivel harness being passed through an inner 
surface of said second end of said sleeve and being dimensioned to 
be coupled to a leader; 

a leader having a first end and a second end, said first end 
being coupled to said second end of said swivel harness; and 

a fishing hook having a leader coupling end and at least one 
hook end, said leader coupling end being coupled to said second 
end of said leader and said at least one hook end being 
dimensioned to protrude outside of said sleeve. 
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32. (currently amended) A method for catching fish 
comprising, in combination, the steps of: 

providing a sleeve comori s^d of morft than t-wftnl-y 
TPlaStiC-tVPe strands each having a first snri and a seennH ;^nH 
helicallv braidftd toaethar t.n form a Tn esh-llke conf i mir^^l-i 
definincf a plurality of apertures h atween said plastie-typ ft 
strands » s^jij slfiftYf> having an interior surface and an exterior 
surface and a first end and a second end, said plast.i r.-typR 
strands extenriinn from aaid second find of aalri sleeve anH 
terminating at satd first Bnrt of said sleeve, said first anrl nf 
each said plaatic-type stranri beinrr fused torrat her with a firsl- 
end Qf an opposing Plastir.-tvpe at-.rand tn fn rm an npanlnfi riafinpH 
bv said first end r>f saiH slfievR. said first end of said s1p.pva 
being open and dimensioned to receive a portion o£ a bait; 

wherein said sleeve is sufficiently expandable so as to 
enlarge to a larger diameter when a bait is inserted into said 
open first end of said sleeve while at the same time said sleeve 
is sufficiently rigid so that said bait is retained 4ft by aaj ^ 
oloovo by friotional ongagomont with said interior surface of said 
sleeve; 

inserting a portion of bait into said open first end of said 
sleeve; 

6 

PAGE 8128 * RCVD AT 312212004 7:57:04 PM (Eastern Standard Time] ' SVR:USPT0-EFXRF-111 ' DNIS:8729306 * CSiD: * DURATION {m-ipm 



Mar. 22. 2004 5:47PM No.012l P. 9 

providing a fishing line having a first end and a second end, 
said second end of said fishing line being dimensioned to pass 
through an aperture defined by said second end of said sleeve; 

coupling said first end of said fishing line to a fishing 

rod; 

providing a fishing hook having a line coupling end and a 
hook end, said hook end being dimensioned to protrude outside of 
said open first end of said sleeved- 
coupling said line coupling end of said fishing hook to said 
second end of said fishing line; and 
casting said sleeve. 
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